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Abstract

Mahasweta Devi's work is not only a treasure trove of Bengali literature, but has also
earned her the status of one of the greatest Indian authors. She was involved in various
movements and initiatives during the second half of the 20th century. Based on this
experience, she undertook numerous projects aimed at supporting the lower classes and
tribal communities across several states in India, including West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Odisha, and Chhattisgarh. She connected with their lives, feeling their happiness, sorrow,
hopes, aspirations, livelihoods, exploitation, and deprivation. This empathy is also reflected
in her literary work and the characters she created. Therefore, it is said that Mahasweta's
pen acted as their representative.

In her various novels and stories, such as "Bhat," "Sanjh-Sakaler Maa," and "Jatudhan,"
the issue of food shortages, along with other pressing problems, is particularly evident. The
analysis of these three stories illustrates how people's mindsets have changed regarding the
scarcity of food and highlights the helplessness experienced by individuals facing these
shortages.
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“I have always believed that the real history is made by ordinary people. | constantly
come across the reappearance, in various forms, of folklore, ballads, myths and
legends, carried by ordinary people across generations. ... The reason and the
inspiration for my writing are those people who are exploited and used, and yet do
not accept defeat. For me, the endless source of ingredients for writing is in these
amazingly noble, suffering human beings. Why should I look for my raw materials
elsewhere, once | have started knowing them? Sometimes it seems to me that my

writing is really their doing.”b
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