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Abstract
The influence of Sufism in medieval Indian history is a significant cultural phenomenon,
with its reach extending to various regions, including Bengal. In Bengal, Sufi traditions
merged with local folk practices, giving rise to Peer culture or Peerism. This unique
cultural synthesis resonated deeply within the folk society, leading to the development of an
independent body of Peer literature, which incorporated elements of folk traditions.

One of the most notable examples of this literary tradition is the Pala of Banabibi. This
popular Peer-poem occupies a special place in Bengal’s cultural landscape, blending
religious, social, and ecological themes into a cohesive narrative. By utilizing Stith
Thompson's Motif-Index of Folk-Literature as an analytical tool, this article seeks to
explore the recurring motifs within the Pala of Banabibi. The aim is to understand the
cultural significance of Peer literature and demonstrate how the motif-index method can
offer insights into the narrative structures and thematic concerns of such texts.

This study not only highlights the integration of Sufi culture into Bengal’s folk traditions
but also sheds light on how these influences created a distinctive literary tradition that
continues to hold cultural relevance.

Keywords: Middle Ages, Culture, Sufism, Peerism, Folklore and Folk literature, Motif
Index.
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This form of tale purports to be an account of an extraordinary happening believed
to have actually occurred. It may recount a legend of something which happened in

ancient times at a particular place.“
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v, Maria Leach ™Ifme ‘Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology and Legend’ - &g

Legend G T TR, --
Legend - originally, something to be read at religious service or at meals, usually a
saint’s or martyr’s life-legend has since come to be used for a narrative supposedly
best in fact, with an intermixture of traditional materials, told about a person, please,
or incident. The line between myth and legend is often vague. The myth has as its
principle actor the gods and as its purpose explanations...the legends is told as true
the myth’s veracity is best on the belief of its heaters in the gods who are its
characters (see : Maria Leach(ed.), ‘Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology and
Legend’(vol. 1), New York, Funk and Wagnalls, 1950, pg 612)
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q. Stith Thompson, ‘The Folktale’, Reprinted, New York, Berkeley, University of
California Press, 1977, p. 8
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