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Abstract

Sunil Gangopadhyay's first poetry collection is 'Eka Ebong Koyekjon' (Alone and a few). It
was published in 1958. The publisher of the book was poet Sameer Roychowdhury. The
cover was by Purnendu Patri. There are forty-eight poems in this collection. The poems in
'Eka Ebong Koyekjon' show the young poet's irresistible urge to find his own voice. In the
pursuit of this urge, he is trying his best to reach a different path in a light that is gradually
independent of his contemporary poets. The reader is surprised by the way he breaks all
kinds of conventional thoughts and consciousness and dedicates himself to a new literary
experiment. The poet does not want to accept submission anywhere; in fact, he seems to
have no bonds anywhere! He wants to go beyond the boundaries and give language to the
newly emerging consciousness in the poems of 'Eka Ebong Koyekjon'.

From the poems in the 'Eka Ebong Koyekjon', we get a glimpse of one of the foremost
poets of Bengal after Jibanananda. The poems in this book are coherent in theme, beautiful
in imagery, and enjoyable to read.

We have found numerous confessions from Sunil about his own poetry — “I am extremely
hesitant about my own poetry. | have not yet reached the level of perfection at which a poem
becomes complete or, one might say, transcendental.” Yet Sunil had the intention of
transcending poetry to that level. His efforts are evident in the poems of his 'Eka Ebong
Koyekjon' collection. The foundation of Sunil’s sacrifice for ‘words’, which we have seen
throughout his life’s poetic practice, is laid in this collection. As a result, a strange
intoxication pervades the body of the poems in this collection. There is also a sense of
intoxication.

Keywords: Eka Ebong Koyekjon, Voice, Consciousness, Intoxication, Perfection,
Sacrifice, Independent, Boundaries, Transcendental.
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