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Abstract

Social and economic growth largely depends on people’s health. Through this paper an
attempt has been made to give an idea about the public health condition of Murshidabad
district during the colonial era. Many changes were seen in the field of public health and
medical care system in India during the period of study. This time the people’s health
condition of India deteriorated because various contagious and infectious diseases were
seen again and again as epidemic form. The situation of Bengal was immensely pathetic.
The people of Murshidabad district also experienced with various types of diseases during
the period of study. According to various sources the people’s health condition of
Murshidabad had deteriorated drastically since the beginning of the nineteenth century.
The trade city of Cossimbazar and its neighboring urban areas were depopulated by the
epidemic cholera, malaria etc. Horrible images of fever, cholera can be seen in the various
medical reports, census report, sanitary commission’s reports and governmental
documents. Western medicines such as allopathic and homeopathy were introduced under
the government patronage to combat grim diseases like cholera, malaria, smallpox, kala-
azar, plague, etc. This period also saw the conflict of interest between indigenous medical
science and western medicine. Government’s health policies were conducted in the context
of imperialist attitude and were basically city centric.
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* P.K.. Sanyal, A Story of Medicine & Pharmacy in India, Navana Printing Woks Pvt. Ltd., Calcutta, 1964, p.
31-32.
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TR SIE! 2o o5® F3pel| I @ WA o (@1t wea e qreiferq fey o9 58
o1 28 O3 T @Y I SR ITATT U2 AN @ 9o @ fee- AR e & @3
o Wi few, TS @odfvtie e Sifsr - @A A T ANER @R
2SI & SO 3R GYASIR ~IRICIICE W FCF CITRd | 951 0% @ 9% A
<I SATC AR T ~ICeRe, 58 9T AN (@ QIS AT ARro T ST G12
TG O T @ IceT AfSea e @2 ey [foy afsafrer sdcager saee ¥z
fifen Tome TE IR ? SANERT TTER @2 A8 @ Y fEer w Rl
sBCATFSR AR st mafs Wi avem Feafed, evew wiea @firsamies
&8 QeI B s JCB I IeT I Aeel ©f AL I AL IR e
T @ FfFT &S STAE TFE TR TLIT 2Co 1 77 e, (Tfow F+{T
S UG W afsnfma oRee Arte; fofesT Tafer eveeia ovea oo
AIATSHAM AT IRAF T FCICRA ¢ OFely &{pfere fewT *m&fe wew ofe
fafb*ora TRfel wo feemi ame @i =iPTera wwra face TR @™ eRTrR
TCAITC e b oo @i AfRCoa e ¢ SRed (oNe wiine wes
T eI vF TCAMRET| TIETN @™ ¢S ‘Botanical Observation of Select Indian
Plants’ T @6 A o7 fercafecem® «3 [Racy o301 wwrees T2 [eawal @ @il
TTFIR S >0 TBICHT BIvT R AT FTT 1 (0 TAMF© 9F % OIFIF [Py =

2 RIS, G Woced IR FAC] [5/FS FIEFT T, el AR, Ferprel, AR, 053, p. 2.
° Arabinda Samanta, Living With Epidemics in Colonial Bengal, Routledge, New York, 2018.
® Mehebub Hossain, ‘Health and Environment in the Nineteenth Century Murshidabad’, Proceeding of the
Bihar History Congress (2022), Bhagalpur, p. 224.
¢ See- David Arnold, Colonizing the Body: State Medicine and Epidemic Disease in Nineteenth Century

India, Oxford University Press, Delhi, 1993; Poonam Bala, Imperialism and Medicine in Bengal: A Socio-
Historical Perspective, Sage Publications, New Delhi, 1991.

¥ e #1ife, op. cit., p. 28.
#9-3, ARI-R, TCOFT, 2018 SO 3



qorAry ofewT wm 5619 Fea 1T I F2A (SRR | ARCT 92 ATHE {7 A6l TFe
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FTAIBICE (AT AN (@ FIFFA [=e11°° LSS O’ Malley U NTO Sbrd8 AICH SR
Fa ofone RfSe 20 i en @@ ISR 8 SF PR QTR N el
[T SICF IR € ICAF Mo @R FIE TR T FCT 93 AN 93 GAHI60
AT ST RCA ACeRe| e[, e @ T8 Q1P GTEle WS JeAfRe > e
Sho9 ACAZ G FIFIECT AR WFCH G I Ao wehfee, 58 oo vo

T WY WA FCRe of REcy =y Ael AW M1 Sbos G SINFA vl TL 71
o7 ARTET FC O FIPTIIGIT € OF AT QAT ST AT SFGFA
fCY| A ey Foa® T QIR Ofl U TFFFA SRER G IRV CTIIT

* L.S.S. O’ Malley, Bengal District Gazetteers: Murshidabad, Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, Calcutta,

1914, p.81.

" Mehebub Hossain, ‘Health and Environment in the Nineteenth Century Murshidabad’, Proceeding of the
Bihar History Congress (2022), Bhagalpur, p. 225.

® Kabita Ray, History of Public Health in Colonial Bengal 1921-47, Calcutta, K.P. Bagchi & Co., 1998. p. 96.

*° B.B. Mukherjee, Final Report on the Survey and Settlementy Operations in the district of Murshidabad:
1924-32, Alipur,1938, p.3 ; e TR ICHIANGI, CNNG *1F9 @ B 7T gt yifvm o@ eifsbae,
S5 I, IR , 2009, p. ¢oA.

*> Mehebub Hossain & Enayatullah Khan, ‘Malaria in Colonial Murshidabad’, Kanpur Philosophers, Vol. IX,
Issue 11, 2022, p. 658.
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Sbred ACTE SR (ACP e WO &g MU TF G WFe ‘A YHRm
fearcAIfice el qceT fHifos Aced A, Kean Sad FCACRT 1P SR SEF A
Jffs TR MTHER Geographical and Statistical Accounts of Murshidabad (1860)
gegel fof Siedl T Siel wrest g3 JFEWEM =1=T ¢ Ol SICIHATCR Q=i CeT
FCTRT @ WICARAT &7 foet ¢ R Feaces | Ko 6 Qe 97 949 SR iR
S, WU ANCT T AT T TEAHCT ARTS T TIF TG S0l GeF STACS @17 IR
MO (T (TS 18 FIN TR R Sochg quHi IR I631 IC F0 | AG-CATO! o
T YTICE TUF ©OICS (Tl TS O GG SICA ST ' 21vw | TG ShmcT=
22N TS I2q097 *I2CEF T SREA (@ 2 (ST IR FTICH I 2ECE @HFe
QTN FCCRPRTAT IR FF© (18 O/ 9T (@ TG = @l LECRAIAT
FERE (T veTo| AHMCE FRT TN PRICIK 9T @Ecs @R and e
IR @I IR dfsqrg vt =i afire o ¢rdl (@, Siews e ce I20- b,
Ofle @ (T WET YR |E IFAR ACoF SFPCS ACHIRT 8 TCoFF AT I4F ON[QAr ™l
TSR 20T T T ARTS TO1% Sb- Qo AT ACH FCTAN AU IRINCH e O
@Al AW @7 o7 g e @t o, (eTmeRR, SIRTEeR, e, s,
TG, oI @ NIGRIRISCS (AT AW Sbrad AR qeoFd @ formwa Jeve @l
FICAA @I €3¢ TCT A (FCURE, 9 FACH ANfETHoICe FCaal @Al @eHF Il R
o[5T 3fer e T FACT WA T ZCARA 1Y b Q0 HICE IRF FCAA GICHT A I
ColCeT YT (ereTices O 2o ATeee Red T Sedia Aifw e w16 wiweeeT| 6%
AR (S ACOIF VIR FCAAI (AT Tia 479 #1ST ([0’ QR (T 5009 TV TgJ
AR | €% UF2 IRCI (T &6 @ICT TGS T bd8 T et Ffcafeee >
Tl *feCFd T WHCE JET I GF© NS (@ T 72 Frafes @12 geaw 2ok
PR cEreTices foet| e wiErel- AN Siee 6y SieeT (@w FIf ¢ SHooed 97 Ao
fee @M1 9T AT I T T @A AR RPN FIS HAMRE, (FENSCH 12
FRARCEIR T (T A4 (ST ANRe O Ao NI FIZICT 1S Feafeet @l =11

**1bid. p., 659.

** A. Kean, Half Yearly Reports of the Government Charitable Dispensaries (Oct- 1851-March 1852),
Carbery Military Orphan Press, Calcutta, 1853, p. 63.

*¥L.S.S. O’ Malley, op. cit., pp. 81-82.

*® First Annual Report of the Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal for 1868, Alipore Jail Press, Calcutta, 1869,
pp. 56-57.

*® W.W. Hunter, A Statistical Account of Bengal Vol. IX. District of Murshidabad and Pabna, Trubner & Co.,
London, 1876. p. 242.

* e TR ICWIAGIE, ENfN@ *F1 ¢ oF v g™, yA7Rm7 e conferoarm, Atoses TR, HmRm,
009, p. 168.
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ST FETSIB AT TN LA, TeFasl T e TR Ao (et Feafee > afms 2
FCEE AMOR T@RE FEF AR A7 IR IO S0y AT | 88 FAW IO (/T
TR A4S QF0! AT TR T 9F TSI GCRA FACT 20T S¢o & &N Jgy 2J|
ToT O3 @ i, 2ifer, IfE, e, afraioE, WM 3R Semn R e [fey
(ST BT AT | W2 GABCE SICACE SR FIEAGCAT ACA Q] FCICRA 119 W.W. Hunter
8 YFMRW (& G I ¢ FCTAR 2ACH? 7% FCACRA| O [IAN (RICF (12 AN
SIS S S<g $A AeH T feofv Sriedia I 2eT WS YRGS QP
TFRIT G F 6T BCEY FCACA| SbraA3-9% AN (S 33500 &F NF NI
@8 = THT FACARe 120 93 AN Wi ST o2y wteices YHmRm @@ iy g1
1Y, TR ¢ SfBIPTCTH AMOICTT T AM© RCACRI Sbraa-ab HICT 00,brdY & A FC
SIS FCAMRE T TCH RS, A &Y TG 9 FCART |1 Sb-90-9% €I Sbrbr¢ AT IZAN2
R IR Fce [foq el i rar Fieafes shav-qq AT @@l v T Wi
FCTRR SRS A 000 TCNT TG JCARA| Sbraq-ab HICT FCTAT TR I 38b &
G IACY G G 8 FCAAR P (S b g7 St Ifacs el Feafea | 19th
Annual Report of Sanitary Commission for Bengal @3 (WSl ©2 SAICH WM *2F,
TRV NN IS QR AACH WA AT TG (T AR AT 0= G0
= 2% Y000 T IAGCT 99,39, .20 G2 b, 49 T|

G AN AR RCos ST o2 [Hedaed FC1 (TG (el GaRgy T2ICF 9F01
el 2SN ICI1 Shrbvo AR (RCF SoraR e 7S (EeTlF TR Y0, *olH R Jfa
IR | T8 SbraR AT RTE Sorbd AT E FAIFCH (ST SR M@ © *Si
@ oA S50d AT WA O SPTCT SrraR (ATF Svod AT #F® Ty ofe
TR (T 0.0 MO AT THRIA I IR | TIRCET (ACF TR AT F 208
Proygy @ IceTf S FIeT TorRe feet wrorw @ e orte d9W wNeE @y
SRl Jfad 7F T 5.9) *SIH, (@A ACHH SR I TR v Wi -
ORI Aol MICE (TR SR b.dd  *TSIX F (AR | PR TN I AT
GETRATT ZPT COICATRET 2.5 oI CA IR (SeAd ATNWCH Gy FACHS  *RABCE
SR 9 WHCP I CofCAReT | * TSR 22N YR A¥CE WICAN @ ANGOT Gead FIce]
T AT 1T T4 21 2.5 *TOIH| S508 AT APTGT SR6CH G AFICH I 1A [3ref
GETIPT ST TN TACTI (T FS 20T (SR T T AP FIACT (TN AT

** Mehebub Hossain & Enayatullah Khan, ‘Malaria in Colonial Murshidabad’, Kanpur Philosophers, Vol. IX,
Issue 11, 2022, p. 659.

* |bid.

* W.W. Hunter, op. cit., p. 241.

* e R ICWIAIGE, GG 1% @ 2= 7T g, op. cit., p. 168.

*2 Mehebub Hossain & Enayatullah Khan, op. cit., p. 660; Mehebub Hossain, ‘Health and Environment in the
Nineteenth Century Murshidabad’, Proceeding of the Bihar History Congress (2022), Bhagalpur, p. 228.
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RTSRF| Svo¢ FACT (FAICS FCAA @I T I booo (FNFA TP (A | 0%
I 1R IRF T S0 AN &fbaTe @il Tyt fRestea ot fcafeer

‘@ (TS FADB” ddov-09 ACH (S T1E IIF T QF0] VS IR, 6.3,
=5A% 8 A @, ©3F (AT ddoa RBIGE wgEfy ¢ FERfd T @@y Wi @
R ¢ ATSR ECH SPTa FCARC | Sl AfFC ISR (T T8 SNl Ieqd
fROTIE #1127 *® SN TaIK 12 2ATCIF FIfeT G, A AT Q1T L= AT
GETRT 8 BONI NIl AR g et »fawds Scafeeae| of il qo b &l¥ 967 52 =61 F9
I 8988 T fACE AT FCAMRCAT QIR SIANCHT S5 T2 f2e AfEw A7 (8
o) | AMe ¥ TR fodt FART @ TCIRR (1A QAR I 1% ©F2 9 O AT
I FCCER AT S7F TGS, «2b. BT, FTFOF dvob-ddod BT JHMRAM
(&I AT AT 9T - F&IeG, (TSR, *12TF, SAACAE 8 ANCRNCE ovs
Fafecew ) fofie 32 =7~ I fwna A Fca fofF 3ffe Frae 29 oM Fea)
fofa s14ifas 2l Ifad = 40 CARRCTT == (€@ *ToI), S FH feet FTNERETCeE
(> *IoI) ¢ e A (ORI AETY QIS AR TR foel worw @l (bR.y o) Ffrs
SICARRT G3R FEAGH O (Feag AR e 96| FTOF T O AP IEAGE AqS
fee SRR @ 0TRT TURCIR NS T IR BN @ CIRAMAT TC4ra See!| Ffvre
ol (FICAT ATCNE SR @ FGFACEH I LTS 2 GIR 93 AN @D T T
SR | Te (T @, 7, T FTOICIT ST SCAF T TCAFCHET GFTN© A | ST
QUG FB1 T TG ARG TFAT FLBR (T TG SNS FARECAT (12 AN AN (2HCe™
et 7R YR (ST ICREE 2[en FoT Piaafe «, [, FE 93 T HeaEE
ST SPAICH (T AT GTACS 2Ifbf6 T ol FCafRes | ©f o Fenl, P77,
SORIACATE, FACHE, TTHRISIR, RIS Qo7 @Ce el FhiE WICARA 877 92
WHE QAR CACS WICA f2el FRAF-GFceiF| o @@ «Rs = A
WIERTR @PE T FERE IFMRW (@@ S @R IR 2els e
FAEHA-CBICAST GF (@5 AHFBIR SACHH FIEAGER To2, TH G, TALA- &WE Al
et 2w, Sifgw, FEcaf Tepifm e

1. @. @%fer ©F “Malaria and Agriculture in Bengal” TS &t8 MIRCICRT @i,

FCART ¢ JFAMRAM (ST ACAS Ned WA FRCT 4F F ({CF A FICT NReaAG
T@RE @ @i [Pl AR 337 ¢ T doiie Fafee of o fof

FECRH, OF @R YFWRM @@ TEERE-35s ¢ N WF’ 97 boqs g6 Toez)

** F.C. Clarkson, Seventh Triennial Report of Vaccination in Bengal, The Bengal Secretariat Book Depot,

Calcutta, 1908, p. 7 ; Mehebub Hossain & Enayatullah Khan, ¢ Smallpox and Vaccination in Colonial
Bengal with Special Reference to Murshidabad (1901-1944)’, Juni Khyat, January-June 2024. p. 454.

*¥ L.S.S. O’ Malley, Bengal District Gazetteers: Murshidabad, Bengal Secretariat Book Depot, Calcutta,
1914, p.82.
* lbid. p. 85.
** 1bid. p. 89.
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BT Mol o weices Rfew @l Iifvs Mo 8 G gy cFea @ oy om0
fraree feeT fog el *Toltia oy woS (AT (&I QFIEy CFCa [FRE!I S SICeT
(4TS NS TR O3 CIRACY GRS I Coicafee, qfre Feeal @ wfbaTe @ weR
Teh 2SR foel 9% AWCH| 93 WHCH (e Gkl I (55.59) AT TR Jfacs
(v.38) = Picafee X qaRE A1 SfeIFeR 29 47 960 7 ACTe TYA A
ColCAReT| @R TN TG wiece IR g TR & (I [Pg 2fe IAN FAl
R | & SO A1 T3 fFREI 79 Tl 0T WICT AR O G I ACHA FCH A,
FC GFICHT ST Q| IR 2 SATCA, SO @ Fieia Al Gl
SRS GETTGN-ETe ORI Se1e[R I8 7N Abel | (OIS, Semsnt Al 93wl
TG R AR FICER 9 2@ w1 e« ANEE WICARER Fice 2R AeE
RN BT CACARET | faraisiey Seecetal SR ©.¢ *IoIT T (oICRe| G i iq
S[RoR &y R FRICR AICIE Se® 72 T G Y S id 5Ce IR1¥

R *rotaa oF RTHE TONSRMI ST TP ¢ oy & sifafgfen Fme
AT 9T FF (G O BICT {670l e [Rfeq @RI @I 2@ @celee ot 1,
ICR GR 7T T 9F (Fea TR IR3F I o7y T i) ot 91 @il 3 s
WP (ACHR JIETR FCISF = #7792 JQNH! RETCIT A ¢7CR| 2 g SISl e
= T 35dr-20 AT SRS O JIFR @A Al HIEICACRI dodd-20 AT &b6ITe
TR A IAECT 99050 IR VYLD TCEH TEAF AT (TR A TS AT @2
f1Zf MR e TTIS 1 S50 AT 2Ic7 @6 W @R AOR FEF 24 I
YFCAS 3538 AT CEHT (ATH2 ©f FRRS TFARF S (R FCE Q3R S AT
*f® [l Meifer wifecs giicafeer f1. @. @Bfe™ Annual Report on the Vaccination in
Bengal for the year 1926-27, SC7 @5 (72l T (T AR AT AT (S| SCER AT AN
o5 P QAT AGFC TARE| I GQ @ MFAEE IFE R AR, @,
FMRW, 28 SRoAT ¢ Ferhrel| YHWRM (SR 8% 21 G2 @ICT WGF® JCH 9305 TEAF
TG AR 5539 @R S I IRFAT GBI NIV FIACH TAGFCT 83¢d8 @R
80y TCHH T RCARA | (¥ (1T (R GG CT s @ w2y Spiied ¥ ey YFRm
(ST AT A9 AQrog T8 (@ AOF foel| I8 AN AW TRCIT AK AR (ST
OISR (A 53! bl feet| (@l FEy Wik @ W @@ R Shefie et
e FEREA! dob- I IFMAM @ IT Vubrode THCE SIFOE T ZCAREA %
@ AR (@R [CADT O IEICR S50 AET (RATE d50R A AT W I2F HATBICH

** Mehebub Hossain & Enayatullah Khan, op. cit., p. 663.

¥ e TR ICVIEATGE, GG 1% @ 2 7T g, op. cit., p. Y¢9.

* Kabita Ray, History of Public Health in Colonial Bengal 1921-1947, K P Bagchi & Co, Kolkata, 1998, p.
59.

°° Dr. C.A. Bentley, Annual Report on Vaccination in Bengal for the Year 1926-27, Bengal Secretariat Book
Depot, Calcutta, 1927, p. 7.

® Dr. C. A. Bentley, Fourteenth Triennial Report on Vaccination in Bengal, Bengal Secretariat Book Depot,

Calcutta, 1930, p.6.
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BT @l Ty e e @ JFMRm @@ Sig[ foe Fasel ¢ FeuR
CAZ I S5 IR “FICN = TS U @I AOR FCT CICTS SpOY INCE S
TYRE NI @ ACT @3 T AT 8LV T T 2| IR (Sreces a3
AT 2elF ~Cefeel| I7FN7E, Ty, wifemrig ¢ @frem == 93 @l ToRE Q@
%IW

SGIACTT AT 62 98 ANCT TR S59 IR ddY G AIF FCAN FRINIG
S[FICT (T CICE YW (ST IAGCH O6-88 G2 8309 & T 2l FfRCARCAT %8 ©F
M2 J2CA (TR SOL8ED THCE FCAR IO S TR R fJfoe AMCeF @ feeiza
faeae T4 TR | @I ATH TG Q@R e wivreE, RSl Tenl 8 (@ eE A
GETIFI|*¢ 7S] FCHF IRCA GT @D 2T FCH (ICTS 3598 GIR 3589 AT SRR
G e SF® 8 PG TN (ICORe| O THAR AW 2o o vgd weCE S
SR 35,05 *OIH ([CORE, AMS ©f ACHH JCHA Qe I xel| (eerE 2Afols
TREACOZ TR T T I CICATReT| 3w ug meice TE)-SRER Safe 2@fRe|
CIT M SR i@ (ofceTs I TR SCAR0IR T Picafee (Caceee 8.¢s i
T | S T T AT TRFAR (NG ST ET COICTRE ¢, *IoT* | Seoiafia
% 9 Ifad T G IT TR 27T 3580 AR TIOF A AT TIL| C=Gl 9T AN
(SR WICARA, FCT 8 TRRRT ©iWe et Th g, S58L-8q AT AremIfR®
BTETH], (T @R Sdeo T AreMIfE TCeeHR TCA PIT GpRE IR T @3
WA SRR o1 el ot |1 SRl A mesa Av Qs it 59 fcss et geiE
e fHabfie ©IT FRTS PeMem eI sp8o ACH focHd wiHe [Rewe wifv
TR 8 THI[CH 2] e |

3589 T OCTH IRCA WICHRAN (AT WNFE RCA AT Ybb,808 T T
2QRe, AICT S58% N 8ue a0 & 2ld T € @I U FNC IRFR (N6 Iy
RYIT 00,5 *ORXR TNCARAT FEACT AR S580 AT MM (eeryr Tpieeif=ran
5SS TICAT Al (FTHRE |2 AT I2CT Y588 A ¥ @IBTCS A@® 26 e JIE
quoIR0 EF 214 TFIF, AR e IR (@@lT Ty MR 85%09 &A1Y vioTsd
AN AN GFF OF @9 foeT FCN, @ Q@IC H589 HICT IE 908y T Y

°* Mehebub Hossain & Enayatullah Khan, ‘Smallpox and Vaccination in Colonial Bengal with Special
Reference to Murshidabad (1901-1944)’, Juni Khyat, January-June 2024. p. 456.

°° Ibid., pp. 456-457.

°8 Dr. C. A. Bentley, Bengal Public Health Report for the Year 1927, Bengal Secretariat Book Depot,
Calcutta, 1929, pp. 25-33.

*’See- Dr. C.A. Bentley, Bengal Public Health Report for the Year 1928, Bengal Secretariat Book Depot,
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