ATMADEEP

,,w\\ An International Peer-Reviewed Bi-monthly Bengali Research Journal
ISSN: 2454-1508
N v Volume-I, Issue-II, November, 2024, Page No. 220-226
Published by Uttarsuri, Karimganj, Assam, India, 788711
Website: https:/ /www.atmadeep.in/
DOI: 10.69655/atmadeep.vol.1.issue.02W.026

SRR foet-cooan M Ko Tt : €% ¢ TigeRs Ar=iffeew 93
oy et
et e, ac7we, aca Mo, TR [REEaeTE, AR, 99N, AT, GFe

Received: 12.11.2024; Accepted: 26.11.2024; Available online: 30.11.2024
©2024 The Author(s). Published by Uttarsuri. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

Abstract
Ghosts have long been a significant part of human culture and society, with varying
representations across different communities worldwide. In literature, they appear in
numerous forms, often embodying fear and mystery, especially in children's stories. The
tradition of ghost stories dates back to ancient times, where ghosts were depicted as eerie
and somewhat self-aware beings, often creating terrifying situations in human society.
These early ghosts were deeply conscious of their existence, which led them to disturb the
living. However, over time, the portrayal of ghosts has evolved, particularly from the mid-
20th century, with literature reflecting a shift in how ghosts interact with humans. Instead
of being enemies, ghosts began to coexist with humans in a more harmonious manner.
Among the authors who have revolutionized the image of ghosts, turning them from
menacing figures to more friendly ones, Shirshendu Mukhopadhyay stands out in Bengali
literature. His works brought a fresh perspective to children's literature, breaking the
monotony of traditional ghost stories. Mukhopadhyay infused humor into his depiction of
ghosts, challenging the conventional frightening portrayal. His approach reflects a broader
fascination with ghosts, which blend curiosity and fear in the human imagination. In
popular belief, ghosts are the spirits of the dead, often imagined as vengeful or seeking to
fulfill unresolved desires, such as the legend of the vengeful woman who becomes a ghost
after dying with unfulfilled longing.
Mukhopadhyay, however, dismantled these age-old myths, presenting ghosts not as
terrifying enemies, but as beings who fear humans. His transformation of the ghost image is
rooted in the works of earlier writers like Upendrakishore, Trailokyanath, and Parashuram,
who introduced ghost stories in Bengali literature. Yet, Mukhopadhyay’s approach was
unique. He combined elements of humor, simplicity, and art to redefine the ghost figure,
allowing them to be part of society in a more relatable and engaging manner. This shift in
how ghosts are portrayed — as beings who can coexist with humans rather than terrorize
them — is the central focus of this analysis.
Keyword: Shirshendu Mukhopadhyay, Ghost, Human, Society, Traditional, Juvenile
literature, Terrible.
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