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Abstract

Mahashweta Devi's short story ‘Draupadi’ (1978) stands as a seminal subaltern text in
Bengali literature, locating the intersection of caste oppression, gender violence, and
indigenous resistance within the turbulent Naxalite political landscape of 1970s West
Bengal. This paper undertakes a subaltern reading of ‘Draupadi,” examining how Dopdi
Mejhen a Santali tribal woman and insurgent combatant transforms her violated body into
a site of radical political protest after gang-rape at the hands of the state military apparatus.
Drawing principally on Antonio Gramsci's concept of hegemony, Ranajit Guha's
formulation of autonomous subaltern consciousness, and Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's
critical intervention in “Can the Subaltern Speak?” (1988), the article interrogates the politics
of nakedness and the power relations encoded in state violence against marginalised
women. Situating the narrative within the historical continuum of Bengal's subaltern
uprisings the Fakir-Sannyasi resistance (1760-1800), the Santali Hul (1855-56), the Tebhaga
movement (1946-47), the Tonko agitation (1946-50), and the Nankar revolt (1946-50) the
paper argues that Dopdi's corporeal defiance constitutes a deliberate inversion of the
patriarchal script that renders the female body passive. It further draws on Judith Butler's
theory of gender performativity to analyse Dopdi's rejection of socially prescribed bodily
conduct as an act of counter-hegemonic resistance. Mahashweta Devi's narrative strategy
counterposing a cold administrative dossier against the visceral humanity of Dopdi's agency
is read as a formal enactment of subaltern counter-discourse that simultaneously affirms and
complicates Spivak's question of subaltern speakability.

Keywords: subaltern studies, Mahashweta Devi, Draupadi, politics of nakedness, gender
performativity, Santali resistance, indigenous women, Spivak, Gramsci, postcolonial
feminism
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AT R SfSwe: J2ITHST TR TG N MG G 6 TG e T AET
AR O SRS N @ SHANH e sAfvwaw, G2, WgawmH ¢ wfeseites
SR W0 BB A SItH QIR 2o FCA0RH | (0 F97 2T ©fF 78 g '@
T Atea FARTTRTS) @6 Fog, fonadlt €1 afedt Feace | AET v, AR &6 AFH
SIF FTCIZ, SIS, GBI | BT YS! OftF (12 Fog (AT fo1ite apuend oifes Sz |

55qb HICE I @il g Fex witE THHE AR Seie AbgNre e |
9|05 SAreE ST IR ¢iein (RE A8 AN *feq [wra o wefare Tam s
feqma @G 9@ “fFee I 1 M50 & @I ARG 97 @t 9 AEAteF wler,
q2f5 Mfefere =M @A AT *Hca T2 HI#ATC! 8 ¢ Pigeifas wror qreife,
iRt sifaecad afSRid el «3e e Heas G Srmibe 27 |
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BIGCHITRCC IS RESIICE IV RS SUERE e o DG T IR T R e ik S NRUER-E (€ ]
AR, 9T 8 FAeIET AR-TFo ©rgd FCE W g T ATAIS, AASF AGANS
W32 difes T dfeqma T Rogme 341 3@ e Gfoaie TR-aese fqmeed
(ARIRRFOR €2 RTINS o I gHe qsiafes 8 Tifes s Trng 13 2490
T |
oifge (A5 A ©g 8 AfRey D
A (ATF A-T=01 oi{Te:;
ARSI (Subaltern) KRN TSR T ©IfgE ATBITS AN (3b-53-5999) BF “Prison
Notebooks'-¢@ TS« FA, @ fofy cafemfa (hegemony) < RS SYTeg SR
A AN Bl TR-wEor Rea bire w@ ) amfim s efem @@ @R
FELC 7F, T2 A6 TS TLAMET GF R fwq, T MG *7 @fA wiens Tomts
Fefae ¢ T e afod F@1 93 FIETe AR-TB (Il wrow [
T T FE 32 AR AeAres 8 AeFles fEaot s fo 3957 aq-fge
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S5 o-aF THE AR @R (g AT ARG BIfTe ekt @3 (RN Wi
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Insurgency in Colonial India (5ob9)-4 (MAF (T, BATIEMF SRTeq IFIF el Few
FRSATS e ¢ (porl feel | wtza (18 afoRibie A s, afotay 7o ey
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TN RITT SfSTY: FHECT AT WIANT ATE M-I NG S TN e I QT
Preiee ey qR AT 7o eifezer:
ATE v@Te! PPeF ©iF LSS &9F ‘Can the Subaltern Speak?’ (ddbb)-9 A-GoI
afeffyrea ot @ N /A I | FeF AR-To FHelm TTgW 8 I @3
OR:
“Subaltern classes are not at the ‘margins’ of society, but rather reflect ‘the
silent, silenced center’, rendered as ‘Other’ through dominant ideologies.”
(Spivak, 1988)
gdie. FI-GEBH FACEE AT 7%, 92 O A A9, WK I (F®W, A A ofepia
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A elf oty ¢ FIoRCT A REIE Tog7 IR | O SI:

“By constituting the female subaltern as a complex figure of femininity whose

body is not simply the site of exploitation and torture, but a transformative
figure of resistance, Devi's fiction radically destabilizes the basic premise of
female vulnerability.” (Banerjee, 2020, . %48)
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“Devi portrays that a tribal Indian woman conveys multiple layers of subalternity, and
she has to resist and save her existence by rejecting the socially prescribed performative
acts in all layers of subalternity.” (Zahin, 2022, 7. v)
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TROE wwesd N eeltE G G W ¢ wfive-weeams O e 2,
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T RATT SfSCHNG: F2THCT FRIT THAG VTE -G TG S FHOIT A I QT
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Aifes same 8 FIe T FF:
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T T=IE ST AT Ol (@efReE | Saga-I4MH-JFMm-IFeR ey 206 Ja0o
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@l O @2 gHEr Afafbfe weE wReriditie wl wicifre @t @iE, W e
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TR (e 2t 32 IRy aft et ANEve 3@ T
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‘gferoe @ ‘afefiag-qa 7o TifgooE T AP F(E@ OF AR-HI10 Ao
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T2 BIeefiha SN wieite 9 A, Sfel ©1 17 ¥2 @3f5 I MHF [ ASe Tree @
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AT AT LT RIS (TR T e TG TG S THOIT A T AT
TG 7Y (038) INLSTI T FEACRT @ @MF AT FoARI A eIl (AT
TFAORCAS @ (transformation from powerlessness to empowered quest of agency):
“Dopdi emerges as empowered who displays an unusual form of
resistance. The transformation of the protagonist from powerlessness to
empowered quest of agency, emerging as site of resistance dismantles
the social hierarchies and oppressive ideologies figuratively and literally.”
(Nath, 2024, 9. v)
G e ¢ fa-w eifsse:
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3| A3 FIEOIF T HICEEE N (ol Awe ol FWIBra 2=ETs e FHee
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