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Abstract

In Jain philosophy, Agama Pramana (scriptural testimony) is an important category of
indirect knowledge (paroksa pramana), through which valid cognition is obtained from the
trustworthy and non-contradictory teachings of an Apta (authoritative person). Since the
Tirthankaras are free from attachment and aversion (vitaraga), omniscient, and benevolent
teachers, their discourses and scriptures are accepted as authentic sources of knowledge.
Jain epistemology analyzes the process of meaning-cognition through words, terms, and
sentences, demonstrating that the statements of an Apta provide reliable knowledge
concerning the nature of soul (jiva), non-soul (ajiva), karma, and liberation (moksa).
Furthermore, through the doctrines of Anekantavada and Syadvada, the theory of
Saptabhangi explains the multifaceted nature of reality and reveals the limitations of one-
sided philosophical viewpoints. Jain philosophers maintain that no object can be adequately
understood solely in terms of existence or non-existence; rather, its nature must be
determined from various relative standpoints. The concepts of Sakaladesa and Vikaladesa
are employed to explain the methods of attaining comprehensive and partial knowledge of
an object. Ultimately, Jain philosophy accepts an Anekantic reality constituted by the
synthesis of universality and particularity, substance and modes, permanence and change
as the proper object of valid knowledge.
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