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Abstract:

Tripura is a historically significant region, and texts related to the Chronicle of the Tripura
Kingdom testify to its ancient roots. The Chronicle of the Tripura Kingdom is primarily
written in Bengali and Sanskrit. Some literary critics believe that one version of the
chronicle, called ‘Rajabali,’ is the earliest extant work of Bengali literature, predating the
‘Charyapada,’ and that it was written in prose. The Sanskrit version of the chronicle, called
‘Rajratnakar,’ is also considered one of the oldest works of literature. One of the Bengali
versions of the chronicle is titled ‘Rajmala,” which is believed to have been written in the
mid-15th century. Critics like Sukumar Sen and Dinesh Chandra Sarkar have expressed the
view that the Bengali version of ‘Rajmala’ was not written before the 18th century. There
are various versions of ‘Rajmala,’ written at different times under the patronage of different
kings, which leads to some ambiguity about its exact composition. Many scholars have
shared differing opinions regarding the composition period of the ‘Rajmala’ chronicle. This
research paper aims to discuss the Bengali and Sanskrit versions of the texts related to the
Chronicle of the Tripura Kingdom, examining their composition periods and their historical
accuracy.

Keyword: Tripura, Rajmala, Rajratnakar, Rajabali, chronicle of Tripura kingdom,
ambiguity, truthiness.
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51 Rev. James Long — The Raj Mala is a curiosity as presenting us the oldest specimen of

Bengali composition extant, the first part of it having been compiled in the beginning of
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consider this then as the most ancient work in Bengali that has come down to us. ¥
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