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Abstract

Tusu Utsav or Makar Manbhum is the most popular folk festival of the Jharkhand region.
Although the word Tusu is a regional form, Makar or Makar Sankranti is known as a pan-
Indian festival today. Not only that, people outside the agricultural culture also take holy
baths and celebrate festivals in various ways on Makar Sankranti. However, the scale and
importance of this festival is not seen anywhere else in Manbhum, or the greater Jharkhand
region. While in other regions the festival lasts for one day, in this region it begins on
Agrahayana Sankranti and ends on Paush Sankranti. The work of harvesting and bringing
rice into the house of the peasant community basically ends on the day of Agrahayana
Sankranti. On that very day, Dini Thakuran or Dhanalakshmi is brought into the house. A
paddy field is given to her. A sturdy stalk of the rice plant is collected and placed in an
earthen vessel. With great purity, the girls place the goddess Tusu or Dhanalakshmi in a
clean niche. This rice sheaf is called Tusu or Dhanalakshmi and the day of Agrahayana
Sankranti is called Chota Makar. The Tusu or Makar festival began from that day. From
that day on, every night, the girls gather near the goddess Tusu or Dhan Devi and worship
her with Geet Anjali. This goes on for a month. Then, on the day of Paush Sankranti, the
rice husk is replaced with a broad cloth and immersed in a pond, water body or river while
singing songs.
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“That such emphasis should have been placed on batting even in this

remote age in not a surprise given the importance the Indian has attached
to ceremonial ablutions in saered tanks, pools and rivers since time
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immemorial.”
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