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Abstract

In Mausoleum, everything is deconstructed. The counter-text is infused with illusion,
magic, and improbability. In a twenty-first-century, logic-driven, technology-obsessed age,
imagination is shaped through an intense carnival and a fusion with the hyper-real, giving
rise to the complete narrative —or anti-narrative. It is as if Nabarun has taken a vow not to
spare any subject. After literature, his primary target is contemporary politics and political
leaders. He seems to place every major party of India’s multi-party democracy before an
encounter squad. He exposes the cult of personality prevailing in some parties, while also
laying bare the fundamentalist character of others.

To rupture this rigid chain of logic, Nabarun Bhattacharya creates a verbal intoxication of
illusion and storm, and a language steeped in satire and mockery. And if we choose to see
the issue this way —that social decay has reached the very soul and is no longer confined
merely to the exterior —then Nabarun shows that it is the soul that has fallen ill, not the
body. In this society, those entrusted with maintaining law and order are today the very
violators of the law, and in many cases, criminals themselves.

From the 1970s onward, conscious novelists began attempting to break free from this closed
chamber of narrative. The seeds of Nabarun’s writing are scattered within the equations of
that period. His effort is to dismantle the illusion of story and the stagnation of thought.
Mausoleum adds another new dimension in this respect —where the counter-text governs
the text. If there is no objection to large-scale hero worship such as the preservation of
Lenin’s dead body, then why does an uproar arise over Bhodi becoming a mummy? After
all, this too is a form of personality cult.

Mausoleum thus emerges as an example of possible improbability, where, within the
author’s constructed world, even the impossible becomes possible.

Keywords: Illusion, magic, carnival, authoritarianism, imperialist propaganda, Lenin’s
mummy, Soviet science, Saptahik Vampire, textual play, Purandar Bhat’s poetry, Khandani
Khanki
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“Both art and lived experience are aspects of the same phenomenon, the

heteroglossia of words, values, and actions whose interaction makes
dialogue the fundamental category of dialogism... Art and life are two

different registers of dialogue that can be conceived only in dialogue.">
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