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Abstract

This paper critiques the history, structure, and socio-cultural implications of domestic
servitude in colonial Bengal, situating it within global patterns of household labour. This
discussion highlights how servants historically mediated the macro-structures of political
and economic power and the micro-structures of everyday domestic life. The essay
examines how industrialisation, demographic shifts, and the spread of Victorian ideals
reshaped household arrangements in India during the nineteenth century.

The analysis traces India’s older traditions of servitude—from epic literature, temple
culture, and feudal households —to the emergence of “jhi-chakar” as a regular presence in
middle-class Bengali homes. It demonstrates how caste, gender, religion, region, and racial
hierarchies structured the recruitment and treatment of servants, producing multilayered
inequalities even within servant groups. It explores how domestic work, especially for
women, often involves not only physical labour but also sexual vulnerability, reinforced by
the employer’s social and economic power. To theorise servitude in this paper, the essay
draws on literary and cinematic examples from Rabindranath Tagore’s memoirs as well as
Bengali films such as Deya-Neya, Puja, and Galpo Holeo Sotyi. It explores the cultural
representation of servants as comic figures, romantic impossibilities, loyal caregivers, and
even moral agents. These portrayals underscore the tension between dependency and
distance characterising servant-master relationships, and unspoken hierarchies that
continue to shape contemporary domestic labour in South Asia.
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TRFE b @ W ACHT O “Servants become the essential link between macro-

structure of political life and the micro-structure of domestic and personal experience
which prepares and sustains people for their roles in society.” (B € AR, ¢-v) wefie
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ST ¥F-9RFI G BIPF-JIPA: APTgIed e ¢ AU [T GG, o I
G RIS PRI @ egfen q@are 349 ¢ fForm, ¢k 3feem whE s fs ffie
TS e s 992 5 5 T 9 @9 g 93 oA AT B ©f T w4
@ 1 wTergd e 9 M4l AE ©Te TRy GF6 eFgd T aR @3 IR
g [R5 S 7T FN-ZACTR ITE I | G IR FACETH T
T (PPN FROLA G2 SHARIMEPIE SPLd) SeCalerR STees SieEae s
5 ¢ R 18 feet | o TR R MR AEE @2 Prfegte T Tewre @
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RS 2l (ST ANCE RIBFR) € ANCG SImd SREA Tofiv 7ifFs [y s
feEares @ wiee | (12 AN 92 29 ¢ AT TF fFa i «3e fFei o Amifes,
ST G2 qLATT 2TFINE oife I ©f ATEDT I 93 G4 APoT 4F
Ty 1 @2 @ETRAICe AR O R 8 O 2o o s Sce waRER Afeffia
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AVIeEs, TR, ST FRe AreRE TEATIRN ©3 A (@AF T G fou wrwite
FAlofe] *2CAA CE PIEE A | AT AT I 9108 GHeT | T (oM, ST erega @
ARG @ [T IS FCE 6F AN G FoFR GRAWMTH 29 I (4T, o2
e TR (elgT ~faaed 2re @2l (O AeE (e dfoahe ¢ adqifelkm afw 5fq
(Sbe3-b0) TN W TG @ofTox | 3T @@% €I @3 TFReId e A AR
AT(S GF TS FZ ISENAT Ty SoAfaxeferee | ORre WHARER A6 SieNaes
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ST ¥F-9RFI G BIPF-JIPA: APTgIed e ¢ AU [T GG, o I
TR ATI-2W S T | O A @OINE A BAE TgF (F-@0IF 2l B T,
©f SIATed (@ AN foe 71 ©ig Fiiewme eiwer nfen wfew Afe w31 w1 g2l
S0 qspell ARy FF q CoPEl ER 5F @A AAffoe Aqamr SRama s (g
G171 q AR |

(T2 e Mot QHea (7l AE IEF IS SR & TS N S@d (12 TR
SR (ACFE A T | G SFHe M SId &F 8 SFAOIF LY TR G T3
PRI Foey ¢ wpd CRE Fame e aee ) qwiel Erer-aeme A e
AFIMS wAREE GRS | gWaes 2 e mameie Sefdfe s am ow-fies
JRISITE TL WIGT|I 4F (RAE FACE WAl A 2 WAAPNE et e g fee
dfefe AT w=e | e TR @2 [Efrer Jr femm ) g orre wat e S
*SFH ST FF TG TR G I3 [ A 5177 IF @ e[Sl 2 IV o [T
@A GRIEE GreN geR | @S TiRred e A @ W e aw
(Sb-09-550)), (T8 FANTPE A “longing” TR O @I (@ wwgsd S |
(Cfovas @ M WO Sfe *ordd NPeitsl A5 “the separation of sphere”,
((Cfowers, 85¢-83b) TR AT T “ANTTER &ron”, ANF GF6 Tgq I &
T Afete 93 e e M o ufs e [eow: s, “private space” dI
e ¥ @ f@SITs, “public sphere” A ANIGP (F@ | TP SRS (FNTTCR ST S
92 Jfesre cFaf A@frs fem afEame oy | o owe ey f[5g 398 Froe fewt 1
oz foEfaam Afrer demds IRems GReE s ¢  Iifcy [em el I
e | Sia 9T FERH (AT OF FE@ e HeF A I 9[y T IS T4
a2 e aee [fen gaa srocl | vy BScAte TfRee Swirad e @i weme
(¥CF @ FRA TF (T IM M@ AT T qFLFE I 1 TG IFT OF Gi7ged
77 G 27 d(E IEE “ANWMA HRFIE (ST Qe 7o 91 s 201 (6l
Tt ST GRIAI@ QAT (B e @ AW el | SN IR SRR
TR TAFIA WA QLTI T AR O A AP AP AT AR (A0S
PR @3 (O ST FIEE ReoEg, OF <7 Ok [Reaweid 9w Afecs (@Emd
ofs woe @ 7 e BeAre rRataR e M S, e 1 GIARG! AGSRPTER
RV &0, (WA ATF N A2 G N2 17 AP AR BT S« qed
AT @3B e TAME | OIMd IS 75 Prel-sred Toq (R IR A ABIWA * P
91, SR AT 8 T e ARSI (I A4, “3ifeg Afere oreay wfweto
(@R T DIFAME TE NS e Fifbe 1”7 O @3 e A9 A Forel-wreie sime
TR 2fS (AT AT [0 AL (AF2 @T© FRA @ (FR VAR OWF ASAHE WS A
SR AL PrOR WG AT NG OFS (AF2 I | O AR A ©IF I-AIF WD
THNE AT TS Al T2 | AAEY G2 AGE ©IF ([T SIF 20T AN I GoETe I8
Mt IR OImE G 8 OIS AP (@RS 251 O Seamd QIS (@
feirRes foel A1 Sime iR et TRIeTR vy e e o @ [eaw @ iean sjensi-
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ST ¥F-9RFI G BIPF-JIPA: APTgIed e ¢ AU [T GG, o I
ARAR 28 IF0 ©f qFANEe T I VI QRIS U2 7He ARTIAE FARST Il
G 2 Toie AWNG! O GIEE I OId Gk 98y (e OIid A49MA
e afeas ATRa o1 (TIeed, d3¢) ANGE (F@ SIid (@I A FAE TG
FICe 1 ayqfe [T 20 @ T 799 ATH 2wl FTma A @i FHee!
ik FE 5 IS (FEF G0 Ol I AGE (F@d AR WS 2eEs e 7,
BN TR O BRI N 4T TPl 79 ©IAe AN FAE Fo7© 1 FR AT pIweaa
AL T FACS IfET ARG TBTS AR “do make it a strict rule not to talk to servants
and housekeeping when you go out...” (WFET, bbr)

TEe @3 FeE @ Sy Tnizdd R I8N @I @EE (IS, “Koi-
hai tea-Planters Assam, Darjeeling and North-East India”- % $21 &1 T | €2 (T
CofEs 2055 T 2 1 (FEAR (A TR qR IY TSRS @ A 928 F0F (/R
TR G2 EEIRA e Wi, Qe ¢ Tea-Afty orred g 9w A A7 295-
e @R B-9rEEE INEE oE 9 ¢ BN @2 S (TEIRE [ Sid IR
AfeS SR SFAFAE A Bfdog, =R A o o I SRR o 29SS F 19
T TSm0 AL IS A0 932 02 FFHOF IS ICF ACE | FFF (S0 92
el fba e 3feemie cfevatrd ¢ Afrmfele Reme wfaa ) b-awhts
G12 AR OITE TOIid 42 AN 4R (BT FIER 3N e F FIH AWl GINSH A==
T, OIE SR “@ 5" BIeEd ANe I Twifte = Giewm@e TEa T 20 o |
T2 Ol “koi hai” A (IS IR I AT IS | G2 FHGER PRt Sy @bz @
SIME SRR & PO Al FOCF TG AFCo2 0T | €28 “koi hai” -9F TEd ©I2
wRLifEe ©itd “fer gga”-2 foel, 398 43 Uitee afoCen (Ffsans 2af |

FHIN, ¥ ¢ oitnd a7gAere R[ren ¢ Rt

fetgifaam sieghon dfefam T+ I3 SrRCe B2 AT AfoFlTe 20 O JEY AR 93
I TEMIEE e 16 e 8 G meld S gy e FA9 Abee wF 7 @l
I @3 FIE TR TS 2ton iy I (AF 5 OPeg G @3 oten
AR ANIGE SARTE WS e I (O | A AFARAT AGI0R AN
SiHFIF 8 el IG A TS A @ 470l 26 27, (2 (REAE 93 W 3-99
Y2l 2 e TR I | IR P AFCA OB AN f@mad B e THeRe I G
OF I AFERE N A AT &F I | (TFET)

O (P B 6 P I @R ol g [wel 7@ O R w4 v =@ oy
ST, @- &, Tifs, €, @a qe, °ort, Tofcaie 2 oF o@ge @91, & &l

e *2q (AT e I &9fS: “Grounded in satisfaction, domestic service was always

composed of people considered inferior (by virtue of their unfree status, their gender, their
geographic origins, their lower-class background and/oer their caste, race and ethnicity)

and always held in the lowest esteem.” @™, ev) 1 MgReas e A AR FAALBICAR
@@W@@?Wﬁ@mmﬂm(employee)@WQW
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ST ¥F-9RFI G BIPF-JIPA: APTgIed e ¢ AU [T GG, o I
(servant) e S N 9021 I AT @ @3 ALH TeTo @More | g FAAN
I, A ¢ IR IO A o TR @dre @erel 9rei geE @1 a3
@ T SRR sJEe weRlE adie T, wifs, 1 agfed $o4F eq @1 Jodr
VR Gl vy e @erel AF1E W T IR ey w@ it wme e[
ST AT TS 2¥g FHCO 01 FALE € YU R WRIES 2o AT B ©E @
GRe @M T2 T© PHMA TYBAId TIZATS AL G2 S AL OIAd NwH 7
RGO UEES BR[O CERIPGED ﬁt@?ﬁﬁ@ (F<F): “ ...the relationship to the master or
mistress was one based primarily on status and not on contract.” (ENTB(, M) gdfie W
@ Irod AR [FHhol TF qew AT ol 97 FA goivR fem @it AfRmEw Sew
@AM SIE F© IR AN ST 7Y 7Y T AGR | GF{6 AR Tzl Feil @3
TFTS Aren WAl [RBifre S w4 A |

ey afsrfead +ffaa am S99 &0 @ 9% A TS O Y A9 g
CFFIFS oM e A 7O R AR ALY I G AF© OF @F A QIS
TP | GR AR @A, W A AAEH AP TR DA N TS I Jr
TR MY IR (T2 IFEA AN @ FOHPIE oir T dial 8ge T I | qu=(F @3
AR (I TSN THNA Frpe Al o A I oewen oy Ko Ao
TS Ol frerd € AT *H 9 | GER A FEHA, 99 WC-(AY T, TN-FIAT
(4 TfoT Ty AFE AW BIFT | O (FI G2 T I IS S TR TG e |
W@ O YO (I (M2 ARER IO I, ©IF e SPTS WM SNmE G2 ©Ithd e
ARCR AIe et for | Tere AMTq 72 =1F M S Smi AMGre &A@ Face S I,
fefeq wae A1 G vRe feel Simd G I9W | 92 SN e witte G e AR
A IEeEe foe |

@ T THMA (F@ 3 TACOM TNRI OF FIG FACO | ddq0 AN AWRHFR
g% fifeeTa @M i s gom Mg *fowal 972 o fem wfRa ao <@
TS @ e as 2w el S it @i Feiefae 2afe @, :ay)
AT AMFF TeTe PN W22 fom AW e SAfEdme s Feed @ | (77
ZrPA5) AET (FQS §F TPl T IR 5 | AT DA AR FAD T 5
R TR 23l T fomt oo SfRIEE 1 e e o w93 S L R wi@ e
AR FAE T, AG-(ATT (ST FAF T, (FHO0 FR AN S @S &+ AFS
Qv SEm A SR AT TERF @ ofd f[A-q3 At e fegifaa ame e A
e fogrema @2 R 7@ e wmawEEe WA e @R | 58 vk 9gs (A
T e o aedaveE @3 - afee S Ftww fom, s oz Wl it
Al 5Ieas feedl Gk SeqweE oFl Miama Wed adivge koMl o[l Sitid (@904
130T N8 PN AREAMR (REE AT IR (AF &F D(E O IC ICF (Ol
Ias I (@© Fg TrFmsl oima aAlfe 5328 zodl, wdie T Mwa »faos! T et
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T TH-92FT G S ATgIeT S0 @ AFAC RIF G, e TAE
FE GAEIS WEE AP A OF FAR FACO AEE: “...the house-worker is neither a

labourer in the traditional sense nor one who carries out the unpaid domestic tasks of wife
or mother.” (f1#, S3v)

e wor A wen e it - fne v 7o ot 7w, afesee @ @R
TS (T | TS T ¢ A(oes AT T 26 JFATF @ AR I, AHFS
T ¢ wkaifee [ e qfCq (a-aCme el ¢ e Afesa FZFAILT AGE IS
TS TO | YAEICE 0o W € o [Ai-qq 7o TS “psycho-sexual power relationship”
(RY) 1 afie @ BE TFEN AYGFR@E CFE@ (@I olvd IS AN owd @
QTS &= B feet q9e win fceons 19w e wfeas sifamne [ vece 2o wta
a8 @Y i 2t TETae (1ol AT© @RI 79 WS ST =R 7R T
TR e ARIIE (FI ANRA I S FS (AE IeFoe T T8 | G @3
“psycho-sexual power relationship” G WfFFT BICA BIMEIA (RWMH G2 A Wfore
FQ e W7 @ GIEAE AWM ©oF [fTieme 2w ag O3 FNe! @R W (o
ETR SN 2[FH WeTaal | O e THRIel WRE ¢ S A @ I Wil
e e dRReite “domestic-help” N IS @W FE 1 (M-I, Q)

PR 8 WAET T R SIS [rem:

5197 @ Wwg (12 o Gt SO A e O AFIF qHg WATACE T
(21 92 TAFE Aoy O AR @Y od Ifie I 5 e GFodT! OF WA
T I I @O @R AR O bIFE dfs IR el o Moy wkEgE ¢ w9t
TR AfSqfS | St TR (@ WIS ©f TR RAeE R ©f &R S TR
AT SR @ @R G2 TP TS U3 AVHET IR ALF & TRl
OIe Poitne dfe TS O, ¥, O Afe Il [AR, AYPS YO, O (TGl
gofen 36 ge dfefi tofd e etz wee | S xros fFeq1 faes *rocwa i<
IR OIS POAA W (ST A (I ST AW T ARG RRACR, O AL
AR “G3” I | O3 AL forr {6 a7 (@57 419 T (0 FIER T3 Ay 24 |
adfie. Tl B @3 AR (FGG GIFLACIT o] AR | SWedem@sl & I @ 2l
e SIFACE AE ST AP [T “wAE” (AR, 29¢) I TS, W@ FIR O
A5 fem1 Afgf 1 qIdie O FEHR OF AR Afewol 2@ AR | GNqE FAET FACE!
RI-PFaa I [omd (TRITe SItid INSas F90 @32 O3 91N (o1 827 SIid
JIEA qIFE, MRARE A5, AT GBI AT FAA FAA OIS IS (I I
(& (BT W A TS| 4R AT (DI N ATFA TSN WoATF O TSINREA
TF AN IRI-RC A TS G2 O AR TR (@ WG FSW TS Aq1 TR o
e AR AT 5IPF, (@ TS 0ol ool 21 2R, OF AT I TIPS
R FaCoq T IR W3 THFAF W U@ AW w2 of R feeE
DI THAF o 6 e Sfg Wit ©F HAfR6A ¢ o 9% ¢ sffbema rew 1 A
TRRAVICR 7y BLATG! (<141 AT ©iwd Aifrs wyt &= feear epiceen 75 @ wifefamr s
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ST ¥F-9RFI G BIPF-JIPA: APTgIed e ¢ AU [T GG, o I
BRGITS FA FEF T O &M 9o (U S RGNS oime alfs 32l
WWWWCM@@NWW QIR O ©lthg AT LT 91 Ot (4=
O A e e Ay wifed Fco |

voe dfs aze oMl ¢ ©ive efs A i FO IR 3 fltas ANE @
T3 Wifeis oiwe g Jfid R A “stereotypes” 5 3@ @uafeE aemereR | o
M TR i foafs armedze adic oF, 3@ ¢ P afs fvg aafre -
@y I @3R3 I 7 | IR TR AT (40 AIFEE (@ 3R O ASTE
IO, SR AT @A (@A (@I RIS SAeHee wiEml foe @3z e Ame e
AR TR G o7 | I FUCA NFTEE (A SR SR8 AFCE ©f A goma
Y O I MG 79 | WA (G Sreie P el afed 2@T 9@ 367 Aal oims
SR (LS 0 | WA I GO 2T Fue o qa [Rew IReF@ @ 2feres,
VTSI, S FAE AR ARTIHTIIKTR &) QW (ATF I 2@ S OIF TR
fofee 3a1 W @ T @ 32 TS IS NETFT (AEF AW (12 AT ©ILF 5o
34 O | NFETSF ¢ O AfAE-AE O J9Te FC gord IRE FAce e Al
PSR @it A M e Srikelr qeid I9e | difed goime AR 931 TS FGETS
oo IR, FENEd A T Hieawn arice | eime Gfem @ 99 AgReTs =7
T gdie THETFT oA (@ OF I ©f (FF6 OF FISE NG T I92 Ay Nerwa
CIRIE T bR WA 6L AT (RS OFF *REH (ST FHE TS OICF T I
@S T© (@ OF GIFA OIF NelFd GBI wad aeie @1 Ages: “The message is clear,

the domestic’s place is at the bottom in the family hierarchy as well as the social

hierarchy.” @™, daR)

PIRER A, (2N ¢ IFY: GF B TR

I o (ifeae AI6E BIFAME AR GNFOId FEZoN 9 AR
ORI @ (PR @ 1 S FARTS] FTo A4 dfamms wfeee s w63 sea (e
e RN A6 TABR VI @ I AR o A AT AL IR o 9%
T W PRI GRAE (@ Ao ey 97 792 [ Soitee T eFR (@ g
I cor =7 f[{fen Tomia srwiel | a3 foafs foy s foafb e grefics s
Togo Rame feow Baf a1 96 1 TART SeNgwE, Sqe, 'R (<1, ARNe A,
I i, S Segr wfeme qae e emiEigE sAfnite =Rl ol o
oA forfs Sfas Sogmm Tt Trvead R e ey 92 @R GFE TRD |
YHIE e “fCoETs (e oo I FI92 ©fF M e [ e v o8 79w
TS A @ fof 5iee (ot 992 39 4o oITF ¢ @33 @ afesifexia sfaaaa
GG (21, ©IF A oo [ ee o wre Faee 11 @+iw Mes oI wfefeaces
(I A WA (AN SRS, POl FITR DTS ZUARLACT N0 2l Feafel Tl BIhe 8
AWCIR (2N BCET A @R BIFCAA (AW [TOIE (Fge ANGeN | oM o ¢ Afbifers
‘sfE beIftbea, pae (ORIl wfedie s/l sfrafs difes R o7 799 it ofw W ead e

-3, Ao, TR, 203y e L@



ST ¥F-9RFI G BIPF-JIPA: APTgIed e ¢ AU [T GG, o I
TACE o YeFRIET Tqaee 214 fce 1 AR T o) grer-Tae fos, $49 @1 o7
‘@ el e =W G123 AMre 1| GO g el ofe Al (12 ifed (=B (=i (CBIET
IACEIYR Tfore) @R W1 qUFE@ GRE 5 8 TR FAR IGT T 9F (AT o
GBIt A1 FRME 00s A Yfeae, fore, @, dfee W, @ws, a-d, weify,
AT wfere @3 Afere swe #Afipifre e «ite 4 wfkice weoifE fares Afea Fitew
@I, SFET LG qR GFENR IFS | (T A ©F IFZA Fd [FQ ICR’ ARRG IR
8 TS I (M7 | GTFCG V-G TH0ed Afo=F Aneqn I™ 1

GRIE FITOr oo SHAMCT I A AT A =@ €W oM (Wl
TRICR) S W1 (7 WEnsd AR S St (o 9 M3 Ol A1 2o |

LS O™ “The literary writer’s servant is there in an active variety: as a loyal tool,
mercenary opportunist, active agent, distributer of the social order, representative of the

rising bourgeoisie, fortuner of the revolution.” (22) @RS (A=A TAMIT W3l IR AT
eTeE 5y & pfe ore o wr elaws @ e AfR SreR B4R 1 Sl ool ¢ bR
WA 2ig AMTT O G J& eSS W1 GAMeE AMeA  GNhE Jowe =W
IEFS BIFT T8 ©f Age Td T A 51Fa ' “ideal domestic workers” (2%, 38¢)
AT 20 WA O Tiere eIl A (@ wfeqre @z o e ofanifte g ztEe
SAfey BT (e 2-Fte F@ T FHEE Tod BIFET e (It | O@ 93 Om* SIFET
o & ed e vaeE o ResEd Face 20 wNme 5 @ 2@ 93 @R S, 9
8 OIMd ST fqron ¢ [eaiy” sl Srafie (12 Ae *eiferce | wdfie oig 2eEns Al
e AR @RS @@ R e [od [FE ALMET godd ey Stw e v
CoICeT R | OIS SRR O 2g® *S[RMTR (ORI FACS A |

SR TAR Ml TGOl (AF G3 (¥ g WA [ OIS G B | IRRG!
IR W ¢ wghifFe NREma e @ENEe ToE @ W 92 o 3 & =
“servant”, “maid-servant” &l N * goy, RIDTA dgfe & AN GIZ© 2/ 1 IR
o G 8 WS ARIST 2@ IS O “househelp” A Wﬁ IS ARG
2 Iz 1 IS O I HSRFTF (FRIEI T AFETE 9F GRS qZq @ Cofy T
JACR, T WK € 5Fd TO2 (& Al [FIGE TGS AT B HEECR | O3 A8 27© S
AT5T FAGIA! T 9L ARG |

1 9@, @16t 1 (1300 T (e FwE @@ ARe3l 3 TETE ATST-ANAIAG [T
39 A1 sire 1 Aifen Sewfaee oI 4SS, d99o-debbr |

Q1 @Y B TGOS SIRASLA, PG SFOmPTIE [eties=w @ ACSDA 24
2 fors Fepie o FEifvme 3w S0ifes 39 R ¢Te 2R+, 05 |

© IFF, THFE 1 (NITH OT Wew: & Bt aF 5 st o qa@ame== s
TS (o, @RI, Sovo |
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T TH-92FT G S ATgIeT S0 @ AFAC RIF G, e I
81 (F2- B-gforf =, wifeifere @@ F9-330 3T | (I (713%, 2056 | www.koi-

hain.com

¢ HAferE, (OfeT | Tt ST «T FTTIRGAEMRETE; FE0S 316 a% @ et |
239br |

Y| B9 WEE, W ACHE | A G AR ;. ACSTRE 39 ATCY-SIG IR |
dYob9 |

q1 Gfem-ams, fo1 steam g Fffebfae fede 39 @wfos A s
GICIFATG | AL A, Sob9 |

b | OFF, IR | GRS | Rgerest, 2000
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