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Abstract

In post-World War II Bengali literature, the consciousness of time and the crisis of existence
emerged with particular significance. This era was marked by political instability, the
trauma of Partition, the refugee crisis, and the struggles of middle-class life. Dipendranath
Bandyopadhyay —both a writer and a leftist political activist —reflected these crises in his
fiction with a deep sociological perspective. His short stories “Ashwamedher Ghora” and
“Jatayu” interweave mythological elements with the crises of modern life to construct a new
narrative discourse.

In “Ashwamedher Ghora” (The Horse of Ashwamedha), the metaphor of the Vedic sacrificial
horse is used in the context of a married couple, Rekha and Kanchan, to explore the
weariness of middle-class life, the crisis of social recognition, and urban loneliness. While
the galloping horse once symbolized the glory of imperial conquest, here it becomes a
metaphor for the aimless, chaotic pace of city life. In “Jatayu”, the wounded wings of the
mythological bird Jatayu merge with the rootless existence of a morally decaying time.

This paper discusses how Dipendranath Bandyopadhyay's dialectical perspective
transforms myth into a narrative intimately connected with the crises of modern times.
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