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Abstract

In the Bengali language, the beloved name for children's stories is Rupkatha (fairy tale).
Scholars have interpreted this term in various ways—rupak katha (allegorical tale), rup
(form/beauty) and katha (story), or even extraordinary tale, among others. Abanindranath
Tagore is the master craftsman of Bengali children's fairy tales. With the publication of
'Shiladitya', 'Goh', Padmini', and 'Bappaditya' in the Bharati magazine in the year 1311
(Bengali calendar), the foundation of history-based Bengali fairy tales was laid. The
consolidated form of these tales is the book ‘Rajkahini’. Drawing stories from Tod’s
‘Annals and Antiquities of Rajast’han’, Abanindranath presented historical narratives in
refined colloquial prose, marked by vivid description and coherent imagery. He
masterfully transformed adult history into children's stories, using the narrative style of
fairy tales. With an artist's consciousness, he gave the history of the Rajputs the
imaginative form of fairy tales in “Rajkahini’. In each of these stories, a radiant artistic spirit
is interwoven with history and imagination. By turning historical facts into vivid narrative
images, he created a unique and timeless contribution to Bengali literature.
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“The beginning of the nineteenth century introduced English language and
European thought in Bengal. ........... The writers, who had English models
before them had nothing to do with religion although they did not shake off
the Puranic tradition of religion and morality. To these new writers Tod’s
Annals of Rajasthan opened rich field of new and detectable subject matter
for their literary creations.”®
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