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Abstract

At the dawn of India’s independence in the twentieth century, the widely discussed
agrarian movement known as the Tebhaga movement, supported by the farming
community in Bengal and across India, not only aimed to resolve land-related issues and
initiate land reforms but also ushered in a new direction in Bengali politics. During this
time, just as people across India were engaged in an intense struggle against British
colonial rule to gain independence, the farmers of Bengal, fed up with the oppression of
landlords, jotdars, and intermediaries, joined in an armed uprising against them.
The core demand of the peasants in this movement was not just to receive half of the
harvested crop, but Tebhaga—that is, two-thirds of the crop yield for themselves, leaving
only one-third for the landlord or jotdar. After a year of hard labor, if a farmer had to hand
over half of the harvest and use the remaining portion to repay debts or outstanding dues,
it became almost impossible for a farming family to sustain themselves on what was left.
Their demand was entirely justified; there was no intention of asserting superiority. It was
simply a matter of survival. Due to the prevailing economic recession and rising prices of
goods in the market, their lives had become unbearable.
This desperation was reflected in the powerful slogans of the movement:

e "Jan debo, dhan debo na" (We'll give our lives, but not our crops)

o "Adhi noy, tebhaga chai" (Not half, we want two-thirds)

o "Karja dhaner sud nai" (There’s no interest on grain loans)
As a farmer, what was the relationship between the Tebhaga movement and the Santals?
What role did the Santals play in the movement? The central theme of this article is to
explore the significance of the Santals in the Tebhaga movement.
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