ATMADEEP

w An International Peer- Reviewed Bi- monthly Bengali Research Journal

& Bm Y 1SSN:2454-1508
Ef\',‘ :\f Volume- I, Issue-V, May, 2025, Page No. 1123-1133
‘Q,J d_,}y Published by Uttarsuri, Sribhumi, Assam, India, 788711

h’i‘%‘fﬂd Website: https:/ /www.atmadeep.in/
DOI: 10.69655/atmadeep.vol.1.issue.05W.112

AR T THATICT TR WGP, FAT @ Hewg (B ST Lo
Gitas Y, Te7e, ke Fers;, ewZ . a7 SERSIF, 75, WY, SIFe

Received: 14.05.2025; Send for Revised: 17.05.2025; Revised Received: 26.05.2025; Accepted: 28.05.2025;
Available online: 31.05.2025

©2025 The Author(s). Published by Uttarsuri. This is an open access article under the CC BY license
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/)

Abstract

The representation of female characters in Bengali novels has undergone significant
transformation over time. Traditionally, women were depicted either as icons of purity,
objects of desire or passive elements within the narrative. However, in the works of Bani
Basu, this conventional portrayal is radically challenged. Her female characters emerge as
self-aware, resilient, and assertive individuals who, through their experiences,
consciousness, and struggles, seek and often attain a distinct sense of identity. They are not
merely literary embellishments but powerful reflections of social and historical realities.
From a feminist theoretical perspective, Bani Basu's women are not symbols of oppression
but agents of change. Their journey — from the primitive social order to modern urban
civilization— encapsulates the broader trajectory of women's quest for selfhood. In her
narratives, this evolution is rendered with depth and nuance. As such, her female
characters transcend the boundaries of fiction to become vital documents of socio-cultural
and historical consciousness. Her novels mark a distinct and original turn in Bengali
literature, offering a new lens for understanding gender, identity and resistance.
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