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Abstract

The main goal of Indian philosophy is the ultimate cessation of suffering, or liberation, but
different philosophical schools have proposed different ways to achieve liberation. For
example, the twenty-five principles of Sankhya philosophy acknowledge that the ultimate
cessation of suffering comes from the knowledge of the difference between prakrti and
purusha, which is contained in the twenty-five principles. In Sankhya philosophy, each of
the twenty-five principles is a subject of knowledge. pramana is needed to establish these
knowledge points. Therefore, a discussion of pramana theory is necessary. Although there
is disagreement about the number of pramana, all Indian philosophical schools have
accepted Perception (Pratyaksha) and have recognized it as the oldest and most powerful of
all other pramana. However, not everything can be proven by Pratyaksha, so we have to
take the help of other pramana such as Inference (anumana), Verbal Testimony (Sabda) etc.
The next pramana of Perception (Pratyaksha) is anumana. In Indian philosophy, anuman a
refers to the method of obtaining pramana or true knowledge. And the knowledge obtained
through that anumana pramana is called anumiti. This anumiti is a type of prama jhana.
When the term anumana denotes inferential knowledge (anumiti-jfiana), it should be
interpreted as employing the suffix anat in the passive sense (bhava-vacya). Conversely,
when anumana signifies anumana as a means of proof, the suffix anat is to be understood in
the instrumental sense (karana-vacya).

Although there is wide variation in Indian philosophical views on the laksana of anumana,
classification of anumana etc., all philosophers, except the Charvakas, unanimously accept
that anumana is a distinct proof. Although Ishvarakrsna did not discuss the nature of
anumana in detail in his book Samkhyakarika, Sankhya philosophers before and after him
have discussed the nature and classification of anumana in detail. There is a lack of
consensus among Sankhya philosophers on the classification of anumana. As there is no
scope here to discuss in detail why this is so or whose views are more reasonable, this paper
will only discuss the various anumana accepted by Sankhya philosophers.
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