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Abstract

In 19%century Bengal, "babu culture’, characterized by the newly educated and wealthy Bengali elite,
saw a rise in the association of drinking and visiting brothels, with prostitution becoming a prominent
aspect of their social lives. The economic changes brought about by colonial rule, including the decline
of traditional industries and the rise of a new landed gentry, contributed to the growth of prostitution
in Calcutta (now Kolkata). The newly educated and wealthy Bengali elite, known as "babus," often
frequented brothels and engaged in drinking as a form of leisure and social activity. Brothels became
spaces where "babus" could indulge in drinking and sexual pleasure, and this became a prominent
feature of their culture. There were two classes of prostitutes: professional entertainers and those who
were essentially sex slaves, highlighting the social hierarchy of the time. Colonial administration
often enjoyedthese types of entertainments in several social festivals. For some "babus," keeping a
prostitute was seen as a status symbol, and some even built elaborate houses for them. Thus 19th
century Babu culture of Calcutta represented a typical socio moral degradation.
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of eatables.”*
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“The only novelty that rendered the entertainment different from those of lost
year, was the introduction or rather the attempt to introduce some English

tunes among the Hindusthani Music.”*®
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“We had an opportunity on Monday evening of discovering in which
particular house, the attraction of any novelty may be found, but from a
cursory view, we fear that the chief singer Nikkee and Ashroon, who are
engaged by Neel MunneeMullick and Raja Ramchunder, are still without
rivals in melody and grace. A woman named Zeenut who belongs to Banaras,
performs at the house of BuderNathBaboo, in Jorasanko. Report speaks
highly of a young damsel, named Fyz Boksh, who performs at the house of
Goroo Parsad Bhos.”*®
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“A loss has been sustained by the death in Mysore of Madame Gauhar Jan,

where she was Court singer and dansense to H. H. the Maharaja of Mysore.”*®
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“Her fame as a songstress earned her the title of ‘Indian Nightingle” and when

gramophone records were first made of Indian songs, she was the first to be

approched.”**
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