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Abstract

In Indian Philosophy, ‘pramana’ refers to ‘means of valid knowledge’. Most of the schools admit
Pramana to demonstrate the reality of mundane or transmundane object. In Gautama’s ‘Nyayasiitra’
knowledge is considered as something that leads to attain the highest good, i.e. liberation. It proves
that how far the concept of pramana is precise to the Naiyayikas. On the other hand, Nagarjuna, the
founder of Madhyamika school, advances arguments to dismantle the Nyaya concept of pramana after
the philosophical treatise like Vigrahavyavartani and Miilamadhyamakakarika. For him, if we accept
that pramanas are required to establish prameyas, the justificatory grounds of pramanas should be
established first. This paper is a humble attempt to show how does Nagarjuna using logical analysis
try to prove the Nyaya concept of Pramana ‘non-sensical’. It is also equal interesting to examine the
replies deployed by the cognitivists” standpoint to the sceptic approach.

Keywords: Nyayasitra, Vigrahavyavartani, Naiyayika, Madhyamika, Pramana, Prameya,
Sinyavada.
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