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Abstract

The famous temple of Goddess Rankini is situated on the foothill of the Tuila hill in Jadugora of Rohinibeda
block in Singhbhum district of Jharkhand. The origin of this goddess of is narrated in the story titled
'Rankini Devi's Kharga' by Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay. The origin of Rankini Devi of Jadugora is
very amazing. Once upon a time, Rankini was a terrifying Goddess. A number of folktales about this her
are still prevalent in the surrounding villages of Jadugoda. The regional kingdom of Dhalbhumgarh is
connected with this Goddess. Rankini is regarded as the tutelary deity. With the expansion of the
Brahmanical culture in this region, Goddess Rankini has now been transformed into 'Kali', a very popular
deity of Hinduism. However, tribal people of Jharkhand and South Western Bengal consider Rankini as
their own indigenous deity. For instance, Rankini is revered by the Bhumijs of this region. Moreover, the
temple of Rankini is considered one of the sacred shrines of the tribal groups located in eastern India. During
the time of worship of Rankini, the presence of a tribal priest or laya is necessary. The article will explore
the origin of Goddess Rankini and also analyse the process of incorporation of this tribal Goddess in the fold
of Brahmanical culture.
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